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He stopped his cycle and ran toward the end of the wooden stock- 
ade fence on the grassy knoll near the Triple Underpass. Many in 
the crowd followed him, running-— strangely— -into the area 
where the gunman might be instead of away from danger. 

Because of the ensuing bedlam, Dealey Plaza produced a mass * 
of contradictory statements from scores of witnesses. In even the 
simplest auto accident, eyewitnesses almost invariably present f 
different, and sometimes completely conflicting, accounts. * There • i 

was ample reason for confusion at Dealey. The crowds had coiy - 

centrated on the presidential motorcade, a mesmerizing event for 
many. They were not expecting rifle shots over a few seconds, and ^ 
to complicate matters, the plaza is' an echo chamber. In the tur- 
moil that followed, it is little wonder that witnesses standing next r ^ 

M ^ to each other often heard and saw things differently. Resolving ( >j 

every conflicting account is impossible. However, the statements 
can be sifted for internal inconsistencies and judged for credibil- t 

ity. Testimony closer to the event must be given greater weight 
than changes or additions made years later, when the witness's \7T^ 
own memory is often muddied or influenced by television pro- 
grams, films, books, and discussions with others. Danny Arce, 
one of Oswald s co-workers and a witness at Dealey, summarized ^ lj 
the difficulty: “I have read and heard so many things, it mixes 
together. You don't know if it's your own memory or it’s somebody 
else’s. We all read a lot of things, and sometimes inadvertently 
adopt things we hear from others. It's hard to separate the two, 
and can get real confusing trying to figure out what you remem- 
ber without having your memory colored by everything that has 
come out.” 84 

Yet just as any jury must decide which witnesses are most 
credible, the same can be done with the seemingly intractable 
morass at Dealey. 


*Human observation can be notoriously unreliable. A vivid example of the 
pitfall of relying exclusively on eyewitness testimony is that when the ocean 
liner Titanic sank in 1912, there were nearly seven hundred people on life- 
boats watching it go down. The ship was almost nine hundred feet long, 
three football fields in size, yet the survivors were split as to whether it sank 
in one or two pieces. ? 
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dent I heard another fire-cracker noise and saw the shot hit the 
President about four inches down from the right shoulder" [it was 
actually higher]. Bennett said the third shot "hit the right rear 
high of the President's head." 16 When he made his notes, it was 
not known that the President had been hit by a bullet in the rear 
neck/shoulder. 

However, the Commission did not rely on these witnesses in 
resolving the issue of whether the first shot missed. Since there 
was also testimony from several witnesses who thought the sec- 
ond shot missed, the Commission refused to decide between 
them. S[ t , 

New Zapruder enhancements, however, confirm the ear-wit- 
ness testimony that an early shot missed the President and the 
Governor. Beginning at frame 160, a young girl in a red skirt and 
white top who was running along the left side of the President’s 
car, down Elm Street, began turning to her right. By frame 187, 
less than 1.5 seconds later, the enhancement clearly shows she 
had stopped, twisted completely away from the motorcade, and 
was staring back at the School Book Depository. That girl was 
ten-year-old Rosemary Willis. Some believe the girl's reaction 
was because her father, Phil Willis, standing only ten feet away, 
told her to stop and come back toward him. 17 * However, when 
Rosemary Willis was asked why she had stopped running with 
the President's car, she said, "I stopped when I heard the shot.” 18 
The Zapruder film is the visual confirmation that provides the 
timing. "In that first split second, I thought it was a firecracker. 
But within maybe one tenth of a second, I knew it was a gun- 
shot. ... I think I probably turned to look toward the noise, to- 
ward the Book Depository." 19 

Ty/\ Just after Rosemary Willis slowed and started turning toward 
jj. i the Depository, the enhanced film shows that President Ken- 

"Phil Willia was responsible for some of the clearest photographs of the 
J f ^ presidential car near the time of the shots. He believes he had called out to 
his daughter and that is why she turned and stopped. However, the en- 
hanced Zapruder film shows he was still taking photos of the motorcade, 
with his camera in front of his face, when Rosemary slowed and turned. He 
had not even looked at her by the time she was staring toward the Deposi- 
tory. 
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nedy, who was waving as the car had turned the comer, suddenly 
stopped waving. He looked to his right toward the crowd, and 
then back to his left to Jacqueline, as if to be reassured" that ev- 
erything was all right. As the President began waving again, 
Mrs. Kennedy’s head abruptly twisted from her left to right, the 
general direction of the School Book Depository. 

In addition to the reactions of the Willis girl, the President, and 
Mrs. Kennedy, Governor Connally's recollection and actions con- 
firm a shot was fired before frame 166. The Governor has always 
been consistent in his testimony, and because he is a surviving 
participant, his perceptions must be given considerable weight. 
“We had just made the turn, well, when I heard what I thought 
was a shot,” he told the Warren Commission. “I heard this noise 
which I immediately took to be a rifle shot. I instinctively turned 
to my right because the sound appeared to come from over my 
right shoulder . . -” 20 

What does the Zapruder film show? The film reveals that the 
Governor’s head turned from mid-left to far right in less than half 
a second, beginning at frame 162, when the Willis girl started 
turning around and the President stopped waving. 

The film also provides additional evidence of the moment of the 
first shot, but in an unusual way. Dubbed the "jiggle analysis, it 
was first postulated by Luis Alvarez, the Nobel Prize— winning 
physicist. 22 He checked the film for evidence that when a shot was - 
fired, the sharp noise made Zapruder jerk the camera, blurring 
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the next frame or two. CBS, in research for a 1967 documentary, 


tested the theory. Two volunteers were told to hold a movie cam- 
era as steady as possible. Despite advance knowledge that shots 
would be fired, an advantage Zapruder did not have, the men 
were unable to hold the camera still. Motion was always detect- 
able on the film during the rifle fire. 23 The presence of a jiggle or 
blur in the film, of course, could be caused by many other factors. 
However, while sudden movement of Zapruder s camera may not 
prove a shot was fired, its absence is good evidence there was no 
shot. Therefore, the question is whether Zapruder had the jerky 
reaction for an early, missed shot. The House Select Committee 
determined there were four such noticeable movements, any of 
which could be evidence of a shot. The first significant blur was at 
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Sylvia Meagher’s Accessories After the Fact. Meagher probably 
knew the twenty-six volumes of the Warren Commission hear- 
ings and exhibits better than any other critic. A year earlier, she 
had published an index to all twenty-six volumes. It was received 
as an important contribution for research since the volumes origi- 
nally had only a name index, making it almost impossible to work 
effectively with the more than 1 million-plus words.* Her book 
concentrated on any testimony or exhibits that raised doubts ^ 
about the final report. Meagher was a committed leftist, and her 
politics are clear throughout the book. She admitted that when 
JFK's death was announced, and before Oswald was arrested, 
she derisively told her co-workers, "Don’t worry . . . youll see, it 
was a Communist who did it." When Oswald was taken into cus- 
tody and she heard of his pro-Castro activities and his Russian 
wife, she knew he was "framed." In Accessories, she charged that 
large numbers of the Dallas police were members of "right-wing 
extremist organizations," and spoke derisively of the forces 
behind the assassination, including "American Nazi thugs.’ 
Meagher fueled the speculation about Penn Jones’s list of mys- 
tery deaths by stating "the witnesses appear to be dying like 
flies.” Her invective about the Commission was as harsh as that 
of anyone since Lane’s Rush to Judgment. 

Subsequent events, however, had significant impact on the de- 
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•Because it is the only index of its kind, Meagher’s has been used exten- 
gively, even by the Houee Select Committee in its reinveetigation. However, 
the author, in reading the twenty-six volumes, made a new card index and 
compared it to Meagher’s publication. Her subject index reflects her bias 
that Oswald was innocent. For instance, under her listing for Oswald’s po- 
tential for violence, Meagher does not find a reference until Volume II, and 
lists a total of only twenty-three incidents in the volumes that relate to that 
subject. The author, however, discovered the first supporting reference was 
in the first volume, and there were more than fifty citations just in the fif- 
teen volumes of testimony. There are quite a few other examples in which 
Meagher's index underplays evidence that incriminates Oswald but meticu- 
lously lists references that tend to exonerate him or raise doubts. That preju- 
dice is critical since the index was marketed as a scholarly undertaking and 
is universally used by researchers. It means those who use the index are 
following each other in making the same mistakes and unwittingly ignoring 
evidence that buttresses the Commission’s conclusions. 
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